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Wood-effect tiles have been one of the
enduring design trends in the ceramic tile
world for the past decade.  As the tech-
nology has improved, tiles have become
more and more naturalistic, not only in
terms of colour and grain pattern, but also
in relation to texture and relief.  Trip from
Azteca underlines this evolution.  It is
offered in three ‘plank’ formats: 222 by 665,
140 by 665 and 70 by 665mm, allowing
mix and match floor designs that ape real
wood floors.  However, as a Pei 5 rated,
frost-proof tile, Trip has many clear practi-
cal advantages, with the ability to take
wet mopping being prominent.  There is a
strong range of extras, including step
treads, to add extra design versatility.
www.aztecaceramica.com

Soft and sinuous, Concept by Cir offers depth and refinement to classic or modern interiors.  This glazed
porcelain range comes in six colours: Pearl, Gold, Brass, Cupro, Titanium and Pyrite.  Available formats
are 100 by 500, 100 by 300 and 100 by 100mm, plus mosaic sheets.  Intended for domestic and light
commercial applications, Concept is resistant to abrasion, chemical attack and day-to-day staining.
www.cir.it.

The authentic look of natural woodPRODUCTS IN BRIEF
House of Mosaics is
i n t r o d u c i n g
Australian Alloy
mosaics exclusively
to the UK.  The solid
metal mosaics are

available in stainless steel, copper, brass, titanium and
raw steel.  They have been used in the homes of celebri-
ties such as Steven Spielberg and Celine Dion, and are
also on show in high-end hotels, restaurants and offices
around the world.  House of Mosaics’ Alloy mosaics are
created from a single sheet of metal and are designed
to last a lifetime.  The mosaics are suitable for a wide
range of interior styles; from minimalist to those of
Byzantine splendour.  Designer Karim Rashid has used
the mosaics to create award-winning interiors, includ-
ing the Semiramis Hotel, Athens.  Rashid also creates
exclusive designs and shapes for House of Mosaics’
Alloy range.  Simon Powell, Managing Director, House
of Mosaics, says: “Our reputation is based on giving our
customers the very latest and original designs in
mosaics.  The Alloy mosaics range is stunning and we
expect considerable interest in them from leading UK
interior designers.”  www.houseofmosaics.com

Atlas by Azulev features a strong range of 250 by
300mm wall tiles with both flat and relief surfaces, with
matt or gloss finishes.  Water jet cut tiles with metal
inserts, 40 by 250mm linear listellos, and 20 by 300mm
pencils are also available, as well as gentler 60 by
250mm floral strip decors.  Complementary 300 by
300mm floor tiles in two colourways - marfil and blanco
- complete the range.  The floor files are Pei Class 4 and
Mohs Class 5 rated.  www.azulev.com
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N&C Nicobond has added to its Bespoke Natural Stone range one of the
most ancient and beautiful materials from natural Earth: Volcanic Lava.

The innovative process applied to the natural base combines glazing
and brushing before being placed in the furnace for more than four hours
at incredibly high temperatures. The result is a unique fusion of enamels
in the natural surface of the lava, creating a series of unique and unre-
peatable glints, shadows and textures, meaning no two pieces are alike.

The Etna range comprises large rectangular wall and floor tile formats,
along with various mosaic combinations and some really unusual pieces.
The series comes in a choice of four colours; Platinum, Natural, Bronze and
Titanium, offering a variety of finishes and effects.
0208 586 4600 W: www.ncdirect.co.uk

N&C Nicobond inspire with Lava range

RotoZip has launched a new tool kit into the tiling market based around
its latest innovation, the X-Core.  Developed for use with RotoZip Spiral
Saws, X-Cores offer professional tilers what is claimed to be the industry’s
most effective solution for difficult freehand dry-cuts in the hardest of
tiling materials including porcelain, granite, marble and natural stone.
The new X-Core Starter Kit comprises the RotoZip RZ5 Spiral Saw, 4
RotoZip X-Cores in 8,12, 21 and 30mm diameters, a vacuum attachment,
a 6.3mm Collet and a Wrench, presented in a hard-wearing RotoZip bag.
www.rotozip.com

Professional tilers choose BAL Microseal for
much more than its high sealing performance
and extreme versatility: they know their cus-
tomers will benefit from its hygiene protection,
with a lasting clean finish.  The Microban antimi-
crobial formulation contained within BAL
Microseal provides continuous protection on all
applications. Microban protection is trusted
around the world in hundreds of consumer,
industrial and medical products.  This patented
antibacterial protection is renowned for its abili-
ty to inhibit the growth of black mould and bac-
teria, such as Listeria, Salmonella and E-Coli.  This
vital built-in protection makes BAL Microseal
perfect for tile sealing applications ranging from
domestic showers and kitchen worktops to hos-
pital areas.

BAL Microseal is ideal for sealing movement
joints within most surface types including ceramic tiling, acrylic, fibre-
glass, glass and painted surfaces. It can be used for internal and exteri-
or applications, in both dry and wet environments.  

It cures in just 24 hours per 3mm thickness, and offers up to 8.8
metres of sealing with a 6mm by 6mm bead.  Once fully cured, it can
withstand temperatures from -50oC to 200oC and is unaffected by
weathering, immersion in water or UV radiation.

As with all BAL products, BAL Microseal carries a full 25-year guaran-
tee.  It is available in white, grey and champagne colours, supplied in
310 ml tubes from more than 500 authorised distributors nationwide.
0845 600 1222  www.bal-adhesives.com

Microseal tile sealant prevents bacterial mould

RotoZip introduces new X-Core starter kits

The Showerwall range
from IDS is a water-resist-
ant wall panelling system
ideal for commercial appli-
cations such as spas,
changing rooms, leisure
centres and hotel bath-
rooms for shower enclo-
sures, bath surrounds and
seamless wall coverings.  It
is easy to clean, easy to
install and available in a
trend-oriented palette of
20 laminate finishes that
will satisfy discerning con-
temporary and traditional
tastes. Marrying popular
classics with several of-the-
moment designs, there are

exotic woodgrains, oxidised copper metal effects, travertine, ribbed tex-
tures and ultra chic black or white granite designs incorporating pearles-
cent flecks for some high-octane luxury.  The panels are available either
square cut or T&G panels 2400mm high. T&G comes in one width of
600mm, while the square cut panels offer the flexibility of 900, 1,200 and
a 1,000mm panel that eliminates waste. 
08457 298 298  www.showerwall.co.uk

Trendy palette for panelling system



BOOK REVIEWS

62 TSJ SEPTEMBER 2009

Chris Blanchett reviews four new titles from Turkey, plus a
selection of other books for the true tile enthusiast.

CORPUS OF THE MOSAICS OF
TURKEY, Vol 1, The East Basilica
M.-P Raynaud
Uludag University Press, Turkey
English texts with Turkish abstracts
185 pages.  Colour throughout.  £55.00
This first volume of a new corpus of mosaics in Turkey
sets a very high standard.  The text is exemplary and the
illustrations are generally very good.  Buckland Books
will be stocking all subsequent volumes as they are
published.

BELKIS-ZEUGAM AND ITS MOSAICS
Edited by Rifat Ergec
Gaziantep Museum and Sanko, Turkey
English text
224 pages.  Colour throughout.  £79.00
At last, a definitive book on the amazing mosaics of
Zeugma that were rescued when the Turkish
Government flooded the site during the construction
of a new dam.  The mosaics are shown in large scale and
with incredibly clear photographs.  This volume
includes all of the mosaics rescued to the Gaziantep
Museum.

INTERLACED BYZANTINE 
MOSAIC PAVEMENTS
Yildiz Demiriz, Yorum, Turkey
Turkish and English texts
Illustrated in b & w and colour.  £35.00
Based on a thesis first written in 1964, covering the
opus sectile mosaics in Byzantine buildings in Turkey,
this is an excellent study of the geometric interlaced
designs sometimes referred to as Cosmati.  The original
1964 b & w photographs are a little disappointing, but
the clear coloured drawings of the designs more than
compensate!

JOURNAL OF MOSAIC RESEARCH
Vol 1-2, 2008
Various editors
Uludag University Mosaic Research
Centre, Turkey,
English, German and French texts
Illustrated in b & w and colour
128 pages.  A4 paperback.  £25.00
The Mosaic Research Department of the University at
Uludag, Turkey has an excellent reputation for mosaic
studies of the highest calibre and this new Journal
promises to continue that heritage.  This first volume
contains a wide range of articles on conservation,
iconography, re-use of mosaic tesserae by later Islamic
artists and several others.

ART NOUVEAU TILES 
WITH STYLE, c1896 to 1920s
Robert Smith
Privately published by the author, 2009
96 pages.  Nearly 800 colour illustrations
A4 paperback  £38.00
One of the most fruitful periods in British tile history
was the early part of the 20th century when designers
embraced the flowing lines of Art Nouveau and created
a very British style of the New Art.  Most British Art
Nouveau tile designs stood alone on a single tile and
this has made them very sought after, with classic
examples now changing hands for as much as £50 to
£75.

Robert Smith has been collecting examples of these
tiles for some 20 years and has now produced a superb
full colour record of his major collection.  Over 750 tiles
are illustrated showing all the many different facets of
tile design during the period from about 1896 to the
mid 1920s when Art Deco designs began to take over.
This is not a ‘cherry-picked’ catalogue, there are designs
here which are less successful than others, but never-
theless illustrate what the well-dressed fireplace or
home was wearing at that time.  Some are truly beauti-
ful and definitely on my most coveted list!

This book is a wonderful introduction to Art Nouveau
tile design and should prove to be source of inspiration
for tile designers and collectors alike.  Despite being pri-
vately published, the book is of excellent quality with
clear layout and very good colour printing throughout.
Definitely a must-have!

MOSAIC ART NOW, 2009 Edition
Edited by Bill Buckingham
Mosaic Rocks LLC, USA, 2009
76 pages.  Colour throughout.
Quarto magazine.  £10.00
This is the second edition of this new annual magazine
of mosaic art and is a spectacular journey into the
realms of modern mosaic design and art. For too long,
mosaic has been seen as a craft, but this magazine
reveals that it is now fast becoming a contemporary art
form. 

None of the 100 or so mosaics illustrated here is deriv-
ative, or based on a re-interpretation of a classic hack-
neyed theme – it is all fresh and vibrant. Nor are all the
mosaics flat – there are many three dimensional mosaic
sculptures which push the boundaries of mosaic art to
new levels.

If you have an interest in mosaic art as an artist,
designer or specifier, then this magazine is for you.
Personally, I can’t wait for the 2010 edition.

Turkish delight

CONTACT
All these titles are available from:
Chris Blanchett Buckland Books
01903 717648 buckland.books @tiscali.co.uk
www.bucklandbooks.co.uk




