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When selecting adhesives for high quality stone installations, Mapei Granirapid and
Elastorapid are both rapid setting, flexible adhesives that can be used for bonding stone,
porcelain, conglomerate marble and resin-bonded tiles. They are suitable for use on all
wall and floor substrates and can be used in conjunction with undertile heating, making
them extremely functional, versatile products.  The rapid-setting, extraordinary bonding
properties of Granirapid make it the obvious choice for projects where rapid tiling and
resistance to high foot traffic is required.  Available in grey and white Granirapid is suit-
able for dark or light coloured stone materials.

Mapei Elastorapid is rapid-setting and invites project specification with its highly
deformable properties and extended open time.  The longer open time makes it partic-
ularly suitable for summer use where immediate service is required.  The increased flexi-
bility (S2) ensures Elastorapid’s performance even for floors subject to heavy traffic on
substrates as deformable as timber.
0121 508 6970  www.mapei.co.uk.

A new universal substrate for tiles has been developed by Schlüter-Systems.  This innovative line serves as a sub-
strate and bonded waterproofing solution.  Kerdi-Board gives an absolutely level substrate with straight and pre-
cisely angled internal and external corners, providing an instant base for a perfect tile covering.  It creates a per-
fect substrate for tile installation in both new build and renovation projects.  

It is ideal for masonry of all kinds, including green masonry, concrete, existing substrates such as plaster, tiles
and painted surfaces, mixed substrates, wood or metal stud frames, partition walls, panelling bathtub sur-
rounds, vanities and shelving and kitchen work surfaces, as well as for concealing pipes.

A special version, Schlüter-Kerdi-Board-V, comes with vertical grooves, designed for creating rounded and
curved designs in applications such as self supporting partition walls, tub surrounds, panelling of support struc-
tures and columns and panelling of pipes and installation ducts.

The panel comes in seven thicknesses: 5, 9, 12.5, 19, 28, 38 and 50mm.   Because of its extremely lightweight
construction – it contains no cement or fibreglass – it is easy to transport, handle and cut. 
01530 813396  www.kerdi-board.co.uk 

New universal substrate is lightweight and easy to use

Fast set adhesives offer versatilityPRODUCTS IN BRIEF
DeVerre Elements,
LLC is an American
manufacturer of dis-
tinctive glass cover-
ings. DeVerre’s arti-
sans use a patent-
pending, hand-
crafted process, to

create three collections: Stone, Brick, and Wood
DeVerre.  The products can be used as stand-alone sur-
facing or continue an existing design of stone, brick, or
wood, with the same shapes and textures in glass.
DeVerre Elements have rounded edges and are smooth
to the touch, making them safe for installation where
there is physical contact.
www.deverre-elements.com

'Whispering Grass' is
an amazing combi-
nation of acrylic
resin and verdant,
natural grasses
brought together in
an inspired, highly
lifelike design that
will create a relax-
ing, almost spiritual
back drop to any
space.  Available

from The Stone & Ceramic Warehouse Whispering Grass
is available in 1,200 by 2,400mm panels and a variety of
colour choices.
020 8993 5545 www.sacw.co.uk

RAK Ceramics has
launched an innova-
tive tile series that
creates a breathtak-
ing impression for
projects - even in
the dark.  RAK
Luminos glow in the
dark ceramic tiles
are energized by
absorbing sur-

rounding light sources, which the tiles later release as
light energy in the form of a soft, luminescent glow.
Once charged, RAK Luminos tiles will glow for up to 12
hours, depending on the strength of its previous expo-
sure to sunlight or artificial light sources.  RAK Luminos
is ideal for exterior building facades, helping to create a
prime attraction or landmark-type presence.  In addi-
tion, this luminescent tile collection can be installed in
more fun interior spaces such as nightclubs, discos,
restaurants, bars, and hotels, making a statement that
will truly differentiate an establishment.
www.rakceram.com
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RotoZip has unveiled the latest addition to its range of products designed
to make life easier and safer for the Professional Tiler.  The Tile Dock is a
portable tile setting station created for use with cutting tools and power
tools to allow precision cuts in even the toughest of tiling materials.
Constructed from heavy-duty structural foam plastic, Tile Dock is highly
durable and impact resistant.  It can clamp tiles in virtually any position,
eliminating the need for dangerous makeshift methods of clamping.  As
a result, tile breakage is reduced, increasing the productivity and prof-
itability of each project.  Non-slip universal mounts secure the base of the
Tile Dock to the working surface by way of screw, bolt, clamp, foot or knee,
resulting in a comfortable individual working position 
www.RotoZip.com

Tile Dock improves cutting efficiency

Laticrete has launched a new cost-effective
waterproofing and anti-fracture membrane
for fast and profitable interior or exterior
applications over virtually any substrate.
Laticrete Hydro Barrier is a thin, load-bear-
ing, self-curing liquid rubber polymer that
can be easily applied for flexible, seamless
waterproofing and anti-fracture protection.

Hydro Barrier speeds up installations by not requiring fabric in the
field, and can be flood tested just 24 hours after curing.  Easily
applied with a paint roller, brush or airless sprayer, Laticrete Hydro
Barrier inhibits the growth of mould and mildew in the membrane
with Microban antimicrobial product protection. Easy to clean up
with just a sponge and clean water, it is the ideal product for cost-
effective waterproofing and anti-fracture protection in commercial,
industrial or residential bathrooms, swimming pools, spas, steam
rooms, food processing areas and similar locations.
0871 284 5959  www.laticrete.com

BAL Variset XP is said to be
the world’s first floor adhe-
sive to offer infinitely vari-
able setting and working
times to suit environmental
conditions. It allows fixers
to control exactly how
soon grouting can begin.

BAL Variset XP is supplied
in two parts: a 20 kg sack of
fast-setting adhesive and a
one-litre bottle of liquid
retarder.  When the powder
is mixed with water, the
amount of retarder added

at the same time determines the setting time. This is controllable to
anywhere between 10 and 160 minutes, with a corresponding pot life
from 5 to 80 minutes.  BAL Variset XP’s major benefit is that more com-
pleted tiling is possible within a working day, lowering a project’s
labour costs.  It also removes the traditional pot life compromise of
fast-setting adhesives.  There is no need to choose between risking
part of a mix having to be discarded before being used or regularly
interrupting tiling to mix small batches.  Fixers can use BAL Variset XP
throughout, gradually decreasing the amount of retarder added, or
start with a rapid-setting product and switch after a couple of hours.
The first rows of tiles can be ready to grout before fixing has finished,
while the last rows, setting extremely rapidly, will be ready by the time
that the fixer gets to them.  This can remove the need to fix one day
and grout the next.  Cold weather delays disappear.  With BAL Variset
XP, setting can take as little as an hour, even when the ambient tem-
perature is as low as 5oC.  Equally, a fixer working on a hot summer’s
day at 30oC can lay their last few rows with BAL Variset XP and grout
within minutes, rather than having to return the following day.

BAL Variset XP is ideal for most types of floor tile, including porcelain,
and offers excellent bond strength with good flexibility.  It can be used
on both interior and exterior floors and in dry and wet environments,
being highly frost and water-resistant.
0845 600 1222  www.bal-adhesives.com

Tilers can control new adhesive’s setting time

New versatile waterproofing membrane

Dremel has re-launched its
entry-level toolkit with five
extra accessories and an
eco-friendly 60% reduc-
tion in packaging.  The
Dremel 300-30 multi-tool
now comes with 30 acces-
sories, stored inside a soft
zipper bag which replaces
the old grey hard case.  The
Dremel 300 has a comfort-
able grip for reduced vibra-
tion.  It is the ideal tool for
tasks like detailed sanding,
precise routing, polishing
or cutting.  The powerful
125W motor runs at a vari-
able speed from 10,000 to
33,000 RPM, so the speed

can match the project at hand, and the comfort switches allow for better
control.  The accessories supplied with the Dremel 300-30 include a cut-
ter and a grinding stone, polishing wheels and compound, cut-off wheels,
plus sanding discs, sanding drum and sanding bands.  In total, there are
150 attachments and accessories available to rout, cut, saw, sharpen,
reach and control.
www.dremel.co.uk or www.dremel-direct.com

Tool kit offers many accessories
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Chris Blanchett reviews the very latest in mosaic literature,
plus a classic campaigning publication from 1904.

MOSAICO & MOSAICI 2009
Various authors
Spilimbergo Mosaic School, Italy
Parallel English and Italian 
96 pages.  Colour throughout.  £19.95
One of the annual events in the world of mosaics is the
publication of the Spilimbergo School Annual and the
latest - the 12th - is one of the best yet.  Filled with
superb examples of mosaics in both traditional and
contemporary style, it should prove to be an inspiration
to all mosaicists.  The wide range of mosaics included
show how far-reaching and excellent the school’s
tuition is and will only serve to enhance their already
fine reputation.

EXHIBITION CATALOGUES:
SPILIMBERGO SCHOOL
Various authors
Spilimbergo Mosaic School, Italy
Parallel Italian text
72 pages.  Colour throughout.  £19.95
And now we have the two latest Spilimbergo Exhibition
Catalogues too! Full of fantastic examples of the very
best in traditional and contemporary design. The quali-
ty of the work can be fully appreciated as the photo-
graphs are so clear and sharp.  There are a couple of
‘overlaps’ between the two catalogues, but there are
many different mosaics in each catalogue that it is well
worth investing in both.

THE PEBBLE MOSAIC 
PRIMER DVD
A Basic Course by Maggy Howarth
Running time approx 2 hours, PAL format
(NTSC available on request).  £30.00

THE PEBBLE MOSAIC 
PICTURE SHOW DVD
Pebble Mosaics Around the World
Running time approx 2 hours, PAL format
(NTSC available on request).  £20.00
Probably the world’s leading expert on pebble mosaics,
who better than Maggy Howarth to create two superb
DVDs on the history and making of pebble mosaics!
The Primer takes us through a short history of pebble
mosaics from ancient Greece to the present day and
then describes all the tools necessary to make a simple
pebble mosaic.  The viewer is then led step-by-step
through all the stages required to complete a simple
initial project, with Maggy herself illustrating the tech-
niques which she has developed over 30 years of pro-
ducing beautiful mosaics.

The Picture Show is just that, being a much expanded

and enlarged world tour of pebble mosaics ancient and
modern, each site being described in detail by Maggy
herself, and not just the history and technique, but her
own personal thoughts about the mosaics, which adds
greatly to the enjoyment of seeing such incredible
work. This is the most comprehensive overview of peb-
ble mosaic ever attempted and deserves a place in
every mosaicist’s collection.

LEADLESS DECORATIVE TILES,
FAIENCE AND MOSAIC
William James Furnival
Privately published by the author. 1904.
852 pages. 340 illustrations, 
37 plates of which 12 in colour. 
Quarto. 400 copies printed.
Towards the end of the 19th century, the tile industry
was infamous for the number of deaths suffered by its
workers, primarily due to lead-poisoning.  Little
attempt had been made to overcome this, one method
being to provide a special ‘beer’ which was brewed
with sulphuric acid, to turn the lead oxide which was
soluble, into lead sulphate which was passed naturally
by the body!  Needless to say this created more prob-
lems than it solved.  One or two potters were aggrieved
at the situation and tried to take steps to abolish the
use of unfritted lead glazes in the industry and one such
was William James Furnival, the owner of a small pot-
tery in Stoke-on-Trent.  He was so disgusted with the
situation that he wrote a small book in 1898 entitled
Researches Into Leadless Glazes.  Whilst this had some
effect in drawing attention to the seriousness of the
matter, he was not satisfied with the results and under-
took to write a much more comprehensive work which
was published six years later.

About a third of the book is a detailed study of the his-
tory of ceramic tiles, going right back to their origins in
the far and middle east. This is followed by a short sec-
tion on the rise of the ‘modern’ industry and a detailed
account of the sources and preparation of ceramic
materials. The main part of the book however is taken
up with his recipes for lead-free bodies and glazes and
it is this section which makes the book continue to be
so sought after by potteries throughout the world.

Furnival was successful in his campaign – shortly after
the book’s publication, the law was changed to prohibit
the use of old-fashioned poisonous lead glazes, and the
lives of about 2000 people per year were saved as a
result. The recipes are still valid, although based on very
old-fashioned measurements of quantity.

Buckland Books occasionally has copies of this book
for sale, usually about £250 to £300 per copy. To go on
the waiting list, use the address below.

Classic collection

CONTACT
All these titles are available from:
Chris Blanchett Buckland Books
01903 717648 buckland.books @tiscali.co.uk
www.bucklandbooks.co.uk



with poor ventilation.
Substrates where thin porcelain tiles are to be laid must

be dry, stable, solid, mechanically strong, perfectly flat and
free of loose materials (dust, grease, oil, wax, stripping
compound and any other material which could potential-
ly compromise the bond). They must be suitable for the
loads and stresses to which they are subject when in serv-
ice. 

Whatever type of substrate is used, it is extremely impor-
tant that the substrate is flat to avoid the formation of
gaps below the tiles which would cause weak points in
the floor covering.

If the surface is not perfectly flat, a specific smoothing
and levelling mortar from Mapei’s range of products must
be used to even out all the imperfections.
0121 508 6970  www.mapei.co.uk

Laying thin porcelain tiles
TILING WALLS

TILING FLOORS

TILING TECHNIQUES

Spreading Ultralite S1 with a
notched trowel No. 6.

As Cersaie showed, thin porcelain tiles are all the rage.  In order to prevent
installation failures, TSJ asked the technical team at Mapei UK to come up with a
foolproof step-by-step installation guide for these ultra-slim new tiles.

Ceramic tile manufacturing technology is constantly
improving.  In recent years it has become possible to
produce thinner porcelain tiles (4 to 5 mm) with techni-
cal and performance characteristics comparable to con-
ventional porcelain tiles.

These new slim tiles have a number of practical advan-
tages:
• Easy to handle, cut and drill.
• Renovation work is made easier: lower costs, less 
inconvenience and less time required.
• When carrying out renovation work, demolition 
operations are eliminated together with the 
subsequent removal and disposal of waste material.
• Reduction in the weight acting on floor slabs and load-
bearing structures (due to the lower weight per sq. m).
• Transport costs are reduced thanks to the material’s
lower weight per sq. m.

Mapei has always paid great attention to market require-
ments and innovative technology, and the company’s
R&D lab was given a mandate to develop an adhesive
specifically formulated for laying this type of tile:

The result is Ultralite S1, a one-component, high-perfor-
mance, flexible, lightweight, cementitious adhesive with
no vertical slip, extended open time, low dust technology
and extremely high yield.  It is easy to apply by trowel for
thin porcelain tiles and is rated Class C2TE S1 according to
EN 12004 standards. 

Ultralite technology gives this adhesive low density, a
characteristic which leads to the following main advan-
tages which may be partly associated with those of thin
porcelain tiles:
• Higher yield with consumption approximately 60% lower
than conventional Mapei cementitious adhesives.
• Compared with traditional adhesives, Ultralite S1 has a
lower density, which makes it possible to reduce weight
acting on the load-bearing structure and floor slabs.
• Bags of Ultralite S1 have the same volume but weigh less
(15 kg) than bags of conventional Mapei cementitious
adhesives (25 kg), which reduces transport costs.

Ultralite S1 is also characterised by no vertical slip, which
makes it particularly suitable for laying large-sized tiles on
walls.

The product is classified as Class S1 (according to EN
12004 standards) flexibility which makes it suitable for lay-
ing on façades and on substrates subject to temperature
changes.

The Low Dust technology applied in this product
reduces the amount of dust given off during transport
and handling operations, which makes it particularly suit-
able for restoration work in closed environments or areas

Application of adhesive
to the back of the tile.

Spreading Ultralite S1 on the
back of tile.

The completed floor: flat and
perfectly finished.

Spreading the adhesive with a
9mm round-tooth trowel

Checking the complete back-
buttering 

Cleaning and finishing the
grout

Levelling the floor with
Ultraplan.

Fixing and pressing the tile
immediately after laying.

Grouting with rubber trowel
with Ultracolor Plus
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